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EOVIEY GOVRAPMENT DECREES
VOLGA~DON CAYAL CFER FOR TRAFFIC OF 27 JUIY 1952

[Futhers in parentheses refer to eppended sources,]

time.

1

¥ the builders of the Vo
tion and acceptance of ¢
creed Lhat the Volga-Don
for irrigation of the fir
kad Been const

the Council of Miniaters USSR examined the report of compietion
1ga-Don Canal and the report of inapec-
he State Committee headed by K. ¥. Sckolow, it Q-
Caual, the Tainlyanskaya GES » and the structures
st 100,000 hectares of arid lands in Rostov Oblast
ructed and put into operation within the prescribed period of

The following structures were built during 1549 - 1952; -

hs 101 kKilometer-long Volga-Don Vavigable Canal » including 13 loeks, . .

3 pumpirg stations )
gates, 8 bridges,

13 dams, 7 s
ferrying faci

kilcmeter-long highway along the conal,

;
1
£

: The Main Don
head structure, buils
&tructure of the Lover
Canal 18 72.9 kilomete
leng.

-9 kiloms

b, “Hew railrced i
Morozovekaya Station of
Bydraulic Center, and from the latter t

Don Distributing o

ines with a total

Irrigation Canal, which
into the dam of the Teimlyanakaya 088, to the hend _ o

anal. The Lower Jon Distributing s
*8 long and the Azov Distributing Canal 92.2 xilometers BRI

Plllveys avd water outlets, 2 emergency water
lities, mooring berths » Vharves, and a 100 ) N

kays Bydraulic Center, including a 12,75 kilomstar-long ]
e apillvay which 18 495.5 moters long, a povar plant,
ter=long canal between them, an cuter harbor, the q
head structure of an irrigation canal, and a railroud and highway ca top of B
the dam, :

3.

Ls 27 kxilomsters long from ite

length of 174 kilometers from the i

the Stalingrad Railroad Bystem to tie Psimlyans P

: kays
0 the Kuberle Station of the same ratl-

rosd system.
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Building the above ctructures involved 192.3 militen cubic pmaters 0f earthe-
VUrk (excavating ang f1lling), 2.96 m111lion cuble moters of reinforced conerete
and plain comerete » Tecing work on 2.9 million square weters of the canal slopen,
. 1.0 million ewbic meters of stone bauks, filters, and drains » 16,000 tong or
meted shieet piling ang 5,000 tons ¢f metallic structures and mechanisms,

The powerful and Lighly productive zachinery and equi: ‘et eimployed in
the work were 811 made in-the YESR,

The seicntific ang enginesring provlems 4in hydraulics eolved in the ccurse
ef the eenstruction included building large lxy&rcen,gincering atructures an
20118 of cougplex geolegical atructure, a high-speed method op Tullding up esrthen
dams, oxtensive use of facilities for keoping the ground vutcr level dowm; and
others.

Few cadros of skilled workers trained on the construction included operators
of excavators » BCTapers, suction dredges, cranes » and also fitters and assezblers,
concreters, steel reinforcement setters > €te. In addition, engineers and tech~
niclans capable or organizing work efficlently were trained,

) Large orders for the mamufacture and installation of meiallic structures,
Bachinery, and equipzent were £i1leq by the plants arg installation organizae
tions of the Minisiries of Electric Power Stations, Heavy Machine Building B
Electricel Industry, Hachine and Instrument Buildinsg, Constructicne «né Rogd=
Miching Zuildizg, irausport-fHachine Building, Construciion of Reavy Industyy
Enterprises, Rallvays, Construction of Machine-Building Enterprisee, and other
minigtries,

The corpletion of the Work on the canal insurad the inclusion of the Vhite,
Baltie, Caspien, Azov, apd Blz-¥ seas inte a eingle waterway system and made
the heginning of transportatioa of coal, lumber, cement » Petroleum, and arain
i through the system rossible in 1952,

The Council of Ministers mentioneqd that the cumpieted work spsured the ase
. of Don River waters for the irrigation of 100,000 hectares of arid lands in
i Bostov Cblast in 1952, as well as the future irrigation of ap additional 650,000
: lxecﬁm.:es &nd tke supply of water to 2,000,000 hectares of arid and semidegert
lands Iz Rostov and Stalingrad oblasts, using the theap electric Rower of the
Talmlyanskmyn EG,

On 10 July 1952, the Council of Ministers USSR decreed;

5 : 1. The opening of the Volga-Don Canal for navigation on 27 July 1952 eud
? the establishment of Tegular rassenger ang freight service through the cana)
from that date. 1t 8lso ordered the operstion of the Tsimiye. .kaya GBS to begin,
aud 8lso the first comipleted portion of the irrigation system.

The Council of KMintsters USSR delegated 2. 4. Skashkov, the director~
genersl of the river Pleet, to officiate at the opening of the capel.

2. The Council of Ministers USSR charged the Ministry of the River Fleet
Witk the task of esta‘blishing Tegular passenger and frodght transportation
ssrvice on the Moscow = Rostov and Btalirgrad - Knlach waterways, end of organ-~
izing local shipping based on the Ports of Stalingrad, Rostov, Tsim]qmsm, f
and Ealach. It also made the ministry responsible fop Tulfilling the plau for .
transportation of passengersg and goods in 1,52,

3. The Council of HMinisters USSR decreed that the electric power generated

by the Tsimlyanskayn GES must he utilized in accordance with a previcus govern- ‘<
ment decision calling for fulfilling the needs of agriculture and industries, .
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iatlsdiag tie wme of electric poer for plovghing and for the mechanizaiion of l
- lnboree

1 OnSEANg uperabions in mntmal busbandry, and other bresches of kolkhog
| end govkIow eotivitieu.

B S ?diga-l‘vcn Canel hen doen peged Vo

o » igs-Don Favigable Censl lmend
A R o Lenin in eccordance with a ubase of the

Presidivm of the Supreme Soviat. (1)

Binca the dopth of wnter in the lowsr Pon doez ot euipare wish the depih
- OF wates in-the Volga River epl the Volgs~Don watervar to Ay Gogess, the Bon
botwmmm Toimlyanskays Peservolr and Rostov ¥ill have to bLe irgreved by bulliing
locks.  Fhis wotk 1% e esntiruaiion of the Volga-Don Copal project and will be
corriad out in futuee years. In the meantize, it will be neseesary to wse some
of tha water in Talaiyuuskrys Reservoir o keep the lower Dom navigabie. (2)

SERCES
‘1. Hoscow, Biblictekar’, ¥o 7, Jul 52

2. Vil'nyus, Sovetskayn Litva; 31 Hay 52
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